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ABSTRACT  
 Over 200 scientists and program managers from U.S., Mexican and Canadian government and non-government 

institutions have been collaborating on SOCCR-2 since 2015. Responding to the 1990 U.S. Global Change Research Act (GCRA) and the 2011 U.S. Carbon 

Cycle Science Plan,  this special Sustained National Climate Assessment report covers many of the GCRA mandated sectors such as agriculture, energy, aquatic 
systems and human social systems, integrating the scientific uncertainties and analyzing the effects of global change on the carbon cycle and vice versa, including 
projections for both human- induced and natural changes.  Here, we cover the SOCCR-2 process, progress and institutional context. 

• The focus areas for SOCCR-2  are inspired  by the U.S.  Carbon  Cycle  Science  Plan (2011),  which  emphasizes  global  scale research  on long-
lived,  carbon  based  greenhouse  gases  and the major pools and fluxes  of the global  carbon  cycle.  Three aspects  frame the SOCCR-2  focus 
areas: (i) Impact of natural  processes  and human actions on terrestrial,  atmospheric  and oceanic carbon cycle; (ii) Impact of policy and manage-
ment decisions  on the levels of CO2  and CH4 in the atmosphere;  (iii) Impact of increasing  GHG concentrations, associated  changes in climate, 
and carbon management decisions  on  ecosystems,  species, and natural resources.  

 SOCCR-2 is also informing the 4th U.S. National Climate Assessment  (NCA4 due 2018).  

 

PROGRESS  & OVERVIEW 
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 PROCESS HIGHLIGHTS & INSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT 
 Follow-up to the 1st SOCCR (2007) 
 Led by Carbon Cycle Interagency Working Group (CCIWG)/ U.S. Carbon Cycle Science Program under USGCRP auspices 
 U.S. Government , interagency report , Lead federal Administrative Agency USDA. 
 Focus on U.S. and North American carbon stocks and fluxes in managed and unmanaged systems 
 Includes relevant carbon management science perspectives and tools for supporting and informing decisions addressed in/related to U.S. Carbon Cycle Science Plan (2011),             

National Climate Assessment, USGCRP Strategic Plan (2012-2021) and Global Change Research Act (1990). 
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