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The Problem of Land Grabbing 
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Montanarella 2015 

ITPS Report: Status and Trends of Soil Threats by region 
- 



But the convincing arguments for the public, politicians must be simple, short, and 

repeated continuously! 
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IUSS Activities for the International Year of Soils- examples  

The 3rd Global Soil Week in Berlin, Germany, April 19 – 23, 2015* 

Global Soil Security Symposium, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, May 

19-21 2015 

Global Workshop on Digital Soil Morphometrics, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 

June 1-4, 2015  

3rd General Assembly of Global Soil Partnership, FAO, Rome, Italy, June 22-25, 2015 

IUSS Conference on the International Year of Soils and the 350th Anniversary of 

Christian Albrechts University. September 23-25, 2015S 

Symposium on SOIL ORGANIC MATTER, Göttingen, Germany, September 20-24, 2015 

Celebration of International Year of Soils 2015, 7th December 2015, Vienna, Austria 

Achievements and Future Challenges 

9th Congress of the Soil Science Society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mostar, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina 



Bangkok  

International Year of Soils  - back to where it started in 2002 
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Nanjing/ China 
London/UK 

Seoul/Korea 

International Year of Soils  - Meetings in 2015 (examples)  

Pretoria/ South Africa  
Inauguración Honduras 

Natal/Brazil  

Nanjing 

Seoul/ South Korea San José/ Costa Rica 

Amsterdam 

Further meetings (amongst others) 
 Berlin (GSW), Stellenbosch, Kiel, Göttingen, Texas, Montevideo, 

 Havanna, Krakow, Minnesota,  Chongqing/China, Timesoara, Kharkiv,  
Paris, etc………  
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Declaración de San José
In April 2012 all Latin American countries under the XIX Latin American Congress of Soil
Science, declare the Latin American soils "common goods of all nations of the continent.“
Today, 18 March 2015, in the International Year of Soils, those here present, 
representatives of the world soils authorities and Costa Rican government authorities,
We affirm to the entire country and neighbor countries and recognize:
• The fundamental role of soils on human life in terms of the production of food, fiber
and energy
• Its priority participation in the collection, purification and storage of water
• Its unquestionable role in terrestrial ecosystems by participating in carbon capture, 
recycling and mantaining a rich biodiversity of organisms, making it subject to
unavoidable quantization in ecosystem services
• Its relationships with urban planning, road infrastructure and preservation of our
cultural heritage
• That the soil is a finite and fragile natural resource that is under an accelerated process
of deterioration due to improper handling and lack of protection
• The need for perception of the entire population of Costa Rica in relation to the solid
foundation that soil has for survival of life on the planet
And we are committed to:
• Be active and proactive part of international efforts promoted by the World Alliance for
Soil (FAO-UN) to protect soil resources for future generations
• Promote land use and the coexistence of all soil functions
• Include the knowledge of soil and its functions in national education programs
• Ensuring rational use of resources
• Promote strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of soil
• Incorporate integrated management of soil resources within the concept of 
sustainability that runs the country, in terms of programs and budgets
• Valuing ecosystem goods and services that soil provides to the sustainable
developmente

Signers of the Declaration

Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock of Costa Rica
Deputy Minister of 
Environment, Energy and Sea 
of Costa Rica
Academic Deputy Minister of 
Education of Costa Rica
President and Vice President 
of the International Union of 
Soil Science
Scientific Director of Global 
Soil Biodiversity Initiative
President of the Brazilian 
Society of Soil Science
Secretary of the Latin 
American Society of Soil 
Science
Representative of the World 
Alliance for Land-FAO for 
Central America, Mexico and 
Caribbean
ITPS Latin American 
representative of the 
Technical Panel
FAO representative in Costa 
Rica
Board of the Costa Rican 
Association of Soil Science

Additional Declarations were signed (prepared) 

in Amsterdam, Tegucigalpa/Honduras, 

Stellenbosch,  

Harbin/China: Delving deeper into Mollisols for 

food and environmental security etc….. 

 

 

Vienna Soil Declaration 2015 :  

Soil matters for humans and ecosystems 
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1. Presentation of the Soil of the Year in various countries: 5.Dec.  

2. Documentation of soil topics on the IUSS homepage 

3. Interviews, journal articles and soil lectures for the public, politicians, 

and in schools, 

4. Preparation of Books (amongst others):   

     S.Nortcliff (ed) 2015: Task Force - Soil Matters, Catena Publ. 

     Kutilek M., Nielsen D.R. 2015. SOIL: The Skin of the Planet Earth.  

 Springer Science 

     Blume, H.P. and Horn, R. 2016: Soils, stamps and ecological functions 

 (in German) in final preparation  

5. Distribution of soil brochures, soil games, plats, stickers, ballons, sets 

6. Stimulus Fund (about 12500$ in 2015) 

7. Extension work- cooperation with and sponsoring of IUSS through 

companies (e.g. UGT, Müncheberg – silk street award, adjusted 

equipment) 

8.  ………. 
 

 

What else:  



 

Summary and outlook:  
We have achieved an amazing momentum in  

the awareness of soils as one of the world's most  

valuable natural resources.   

We need to continue spreading the word  

through involvement in activities during  

the coming  

 

International Decade of Soils  

2015-2024 
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Many thanks for your attention 

But we need  to find 

We are 

aware of  



Sources: Benedikt-Kemp et al. 2002, MEA 
2005, GEO 4, OECD (2008) 

1961 2000 2050 

Land use change: increasing competition for fertile soils 
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Global Soil Organic Carbon 



Soils - Food-Water-Land -Energy Nexus-  
Soils and their properties  are the most necessary components 

Water Energy 

Food  

      LAND USE & 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

   

Soils 




